January 30, 2020 Planning Board/Board of Adjustment Minutes

 

Mr. Ford called the regular meeting of the Union Township Planning Board/Board of Adjustment to order at 7:00 p.m., followed by the flag salute.

Members Present: Mr. Mazza, Mr. Stothoff, Mr. Nace, Mr. Eschbach, Mr. Kastrud, Mr. Neary, Mr.  Dix, Mr. Petitt, Mr. Kirkpatrick and Mr. Ford
Board Professionals Present: Atty. Mark Anderson and Engineer Robert Clerico
Members Absent: Ms. Wardell
Others Present:  Atty. Jay Thatcher, Michael Schlaefer and Bruce Feld
                     ,
Open Public Meetings Act Notice: I would like to have placed in the minutes that the Open Public Meeting Requirements of Law have been satisfied by our notices dated January 16, 2020, as published in the Hunterdon County Democrat and January 15, 2020, as published in the Courier News. A copy of the notice has also been posted on the Township Website, the Bulletin Board in the Municipal Building and a copy has been filed with the Municipal Clerk.

Approval of Minutes:  Mr. Kastrud made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 9, 2020 Reorganization and Regular meetings. Mr. Eschbach seconded the motion.

Vote:  All Ayes, No Nays Motion Carried

Quarry License: Liberty Stone & Aggregates (Clinton Quarry) LLC: Block 22, Lot 30, 5 Frontage Road: Atty. Jay Thatcher was present on behalf of applicant. He referenced Mr. Clerico’s letter dated November 29, 2019 and updated through January 25, 2020. Mr. Ford asked Atty. Anderson to provide an overview of the December 19, 2019 meeting at which time Liberty Representative Bruce Feld was told applicant could not proceed because an attorney was not present. The Board had briefly reviewed the application at that meeting and determined that it did not comply with the Quarry Ordinance and recommended that the applicant should appeal to the Union Township Committee. 

Mr. Clerico gave an overview of his above-referenced letter. Michael Schlaefer, an owner of Liberty Stone & Aggregates, apprised the Board of the ongoing work and the progress that has been accomplished at the Quarry. The Board discussed the issues, including quarrying in the buffer zone and
reclamation versus restoration, and the application for a DEP Letter of Interpretation. Mr. Stothoff noted that quarrying is prohibited in the buffer zone, but activities in the buffer zone are reclamation, and the reclamation plan requires that area be filled.  The Board took the following actions after Mr. Stothoff’s statement. 

Motion:  Mr. Kastrud made a motion to interpret the work in the buffer as being reclamation/restoration and not the prohibited quarrying activity. Mr. Nace seconded the motion.

Vote: Ayes: Mr. Kastrud, Mr. Nace, Mr. Mazza, Mr. Stothoff, Mr. Eschbach, Mr. Neary, Mr. Dix, Mr. Kirkpatrick and Mr. Ford
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Motion: Mr. Kirkpatrick made a motion to deem the application complete and in compliance with the Quarry Ordinance, conditioned upon submission of information requested by Mr. Clerico. At that time, the Chairman may sign the application and direct the Municipal Clerk to issue the 2020 Quarry License. Mr. Neary seconded the motion.

Vote: Ayes: Mr. Kirkpatrick, Mr. Neary, Mr. Mazza, Mr. Stothoff, Mr. Nace, Mr. Eschbach, Mr. Kastrud, Mr. Dix and Mr. Ford 

Correspondence: Mr. Ford announced that there would be a Hearing at the Hunterdon County Complex on February 4, 2020 regarding adoption of the Highlands Act for the County. Messrs. Ford and Stiger will attend.

Mr. Ford also said Mayor Mazza forwarded him correspondence from the NJ Water Supply Authority  regarding a grant to update the Mulhockaway Creek watershed plan. The Authority is forming a Committee with members from all municipalities in the Watershed. Messrs. Kirkpatrick and Neary agreed to represent the Township.

Mayor Mazza mentioned the ongoing issue of trucks at Exit 12, and mentioned the possibility of directing trucks to Exit 13.  He will be requesting a meeting with NJDOT about the matter.  

Motion to Adjourn: Mr. Stothoff made a motion to adjourn at 8:35 p.m. Mr. Kirkpatrick seconded the motion.

Vote: All Ayes, No Nays, Motion Carried


Grace A. Kocher, Secretary




  
  

    

