
TOWNSHIP OF UNION       

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

 

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE 

 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the following Ordinance was adopted on first reading by the Township 

Committee of the Township of Union, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, at a meeting held on 

the 12 day of November, 2025.  The Ordinance was then ordered to be published according to law.  

Notice is hereby given that said Ordinance will be considered for final passage at a public hearing to be 

held on the 17th day of December, 2025 at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be reached, 

at the Union Township Municipal Building, 140 Perryville Rd., Hampton, NJ at which time all interested 

parties will be heard. 

 

___________________________ 

Ella M. Ruta, Municipal Clerk 

 

ORDINANCE # 2025-8 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF UNION, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMEND THE TOWNSHIP CODE TO ESTABLISH 

FEES AND BILLING/COLLECTION PROCESSES FOR EMERGENCY 

SERVICES COST RECOVERY   

 

WHEREAS, there are a growing number of accidents and other incidents requiring an emergency 

response within the Township of Union; and  

  

WHEREAS, these accidents and other incidents strain emergency response resources in 

the Township and significantly burden emergency service providers responding to the accidents; and  

  

WHEREAS, the parties responsible for the accidents and incidents should be liable for these costs; 

and  

  

WHEREAS, the Township Committee desires to amend the Township Code to establish fees and 

billing/collection processes for emergency services cost recovery. 

  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Union, in Hunterdon County, New Jersey as follows: 

 

SECTION 1. The Township of Union Code is hereby amended to establish a new chapter entitled 

“Reimbursement of Fire/EMS Agency Services” to read as follows: 

 

§ ________. Definitions.  

 

As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:  

 

FIRE/EMS AGENCY 

  

Pattenburg Volunteer Fire Company and Pattenburg Rescue Squad, together with any and all 

mutual-aid companies, departments or squads affiliated with and/or providing emergency services 

coverage for Pattenburg Volunteer Fire Company and/or Pattenburg Rescue Squad including but 

not limited to Quakertown Fire Company (Franklin Twpp. Fire District), High Bridge Fire 

Department, Clinton Fire Company, and South Branch Emergency Services.  

 

PERSON 

 



A natural person or persons, partnership, corporation, association, firm or other legal entity.  

 

§ ______. Authorization to recover costs and expenses.  

 

The Township of Union hereby authorizes the Fire/EMS Agency to recover all reasonable costs incurred 

for emergency response ambulance, rescue squad and/or firefighting materials or equipment used and 

expended; the costs of the use of fire truck, fire department  support vehicles, fire engines, ambulances, 

rescue equipment, tenders, tankers and other support and special services vehicles; the costs of materials 

involved in any response by Fire/EMS Agency including but not limited to hazardous situation abatement 

materials involved in any fire, safety and/or rescue incident or operation; and hazardous abatement 

incidents, including vehicular accidents or fires.  

 

§ ______. Schedule of fees and costs.  

 

A minimum Preparedness, Mobilization and Response Fee in the amount of $250 will be assessed for all 

incidents requiring dispatch and deployment of Fire/EMS Agency and assessed to each person for whom 

or for whose property such services were rendered and/or materials provided. Attached hereto, incorporated 

herein and made part hereof as Exhibit A is a Schedule of Fees and Costs which have been authorized by 

the governing body to be charged by the Fire/EMS Agency for responses within the Township of Union. 

These fees and costs may be charged and invoiced to any person or insurance carrier for whom or for whose 

property such services were rendered and/or materials provided.  

 

The fees assessed under this Ordinance shall be waived for Union Township residents and/or residents of 

any jurisdiction providing financial assistance to Fire/EMS Agency via an actual financial contribution to 

Pattenburg Volunteer Fire Company and/or Pattenburg Rescue Squad to the extent any fee is not covered 

and reimbursed by an insurer and/or exceeds an insurance reimbursement. 

 

§ _____. Collection of costs; billing procedures.  

 

A. When the Fire/EMS Agency determines it is in the best interest of that entity to establish a 

reimbursement mechanism to offset costs for the use of emergency fire and rescue equipment, 

the Fire/EMS Agency shall be permitted to establish an internal billing procedure to accomplish 

that goal. Said procedure may include the use of a third-party billing company to invoice and 

collect the costs incurred consistent with Exhibit A. The Township of Union shall not be 

involved in collection activity and/or invoicing and collection of services.  

 

B. Every person that is provided with emergency, rescue, fire and hazmat services shall be billed 

in accordance with this article.  

 

C. Any and all amounts collected as a result of this article shall be used exclusively for the 

replacement or maintenance of Fire/EMS Agency emergency services materials, equipment or 

recruitment and/or training of new members and/or members in good standing.  

 

D. These fees shall be billed to the insurance company of the party (whether person or utility) 

receiving emergency fire or rescue services. In the case of an uninsured party, the Fire/EMS 

Agency may bill the individual upon whom rescue service was rendered except as set forth 

herein. The Fire/EMS Agency shall submit an annual report to the Township Committee 

identifying the revenue generated under this ordinance no later than October 1,of the calendar 

year. The rates set herein shall be reviewed annually by the Township Committee and the Chiefs 

of the Fire/EMS Agency. The Township Committee, with input from the Chiefs, may thereafter 

recommend to the Township Council that the rate schedule be altered to reflect appropriate 

increases or decreases and said amendment of Schedule A shall be effected by resolution of the 

Township Committee.  Fees may not be increased without permission of the Township 

Committee, nor may fees in excess of this ordinance be invoiced.  

 



E. The Fire/EMS Agency may, at its discretion, bill additionally for material and vehicle costs in 

the case of any major, extraordinary or unique incidents, including, but not limited to, 

hazardous material spills, fire emergency and rescue incidents that destroy or severely damage 

emergency services equipment.  

 

F. The charges are anticipated to be paid by the user's insurance company. In the instance where 

the Fire/EMS Agency receives notification from the insurance carrier that it will not honor the 

invoice, the Fire/EMS Agency is authorized to invoice the person(s) receiving services directly 

and take any legal action necessary to collect the fee(s), including negotiating a settlement 

and/or pursuing legal collection. In the event an insurer declines payment or fails to make 

payment, Fire/EMS Agency must first obtain permission from the Township Committee for the 

Township of Union before commencing any collection action against any resident of the 

Township of Union and/or any resident of any jurisdiction providing financial assistance to 

Fire/EMS Agency via an actual financial contribution to Pattenburg Volunteer Fire Company 

and/or Pattenburg Rescue Squad.   

 

G. The Fire/EMS Agency may, at its discretion, decline to pursue reimbursement from residents 

within jurisdictions providing financial assistance to the Fire/EMS Agency using taxpayer 

funds and/or write off any uncollected fee amounts as a bad debt, without prejudice to the 

responsible party. As set forth above, the fees assessed under this Ordinance shall be waived 

for Union Township residents and/or residents of any jurisdiction providing financial assistance 

to Fire/EMS Agency via an actual financial contribution to Pattenburg Volunteer Fire Company 

and/or Pattenburg Rescue Squad to the extent any fee is not covered and reimbursed by an 

insurer and/or exceeds an insurance reimbursement.   

 

H. Should the Fire/EMS Agency determine that an insurance carrier has remitted the fee to the 

responsible party involved and that the party has failed to remit the fee, the Fire/EMS Agency 

is authorized to pursue all legal means and appropriate action to collect the amount from the 

person or entity receiving said funds from the insurer.  This section shall not preclude seeking 

reimbursement to the extent any resident receives reimbursement form the insurer and fails to 

remit or otherwise turnover to Fire/EMS Agency all monies received from any insurer,  In such 

circumstances, any and all fees including those in excess of the reimbursed amount shall be 

billable and shall be recoverable from person/resident. 

 

§ _____. Interest and administration fees.  

 

In addition to the aforementioned fees and costs, the Fire/EMS Agency is authorized to collect reasonable 

interest and actual fees incurred for collection said any fees and costs allowed under this Ordinance.  

 

§ _____. Construal of provisions.  

 

Nothing in this article shall be construed to affect any suit or proceeding impending in any court, or any 

rights acquired, or liability incurred, or any cause of action acquired or existing, under any act or ordinance 

hereby; nor shall any just or legal right or remedy or any character be lost, impaired or affected by this 

article. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EXHIBIT A/SCHEDULE A 

 

 

Township of Union Billing List for Fire/EMS Agency 

 

Fire Squad or Engine: $350 per hour 

Aerial/ladder: $400 per hour 

Rescue: $400 per hour 

Brush/utility/support/special services: $200 per hour 

Tender: $300 per hour 

Equipment/Service 

SCBA $50 Each 

Hose (per 50 feet) $25 

Gas/CO Detector/Heat Gun/IR-TIC Camera $65 per use 

Extinguisher (any class) $75 per use 

Fire Police services $50 per hour/per person 

Hand tools $15 each (e.g. brooms, shovels and the like) 

Hydraulic rescue tools $200 each 

Scene lighting $75 per hour 

Oil booms $20 each 

Oil-absorbent sheets $2.50 each 

Oil dry $35 per bucket 

Portable pumps $30 per hour 

Power tools $50 each (e.g. sawzall, chain saw, windshield saw, and the like) 

Salvage covers $35 each 

Flares $8 each 

Ventilation fans $50 each 

Foam $65 per gallon 

Cribbing 

Passenger(sedans) $100 each 

SUV/Class B $200 each 

  Trucks-Class A $500 each 

Stabilization struts $50 per use 

Latex gloves $2 per pair 

Ladders $35 per use 

Generator $50 per hour 

Hand lights $5 per use 

Portable pond $150 per use 

Fire line tape $0.25 per foot 

Firefighter $50 per hour 

Other material and equipment Replacement cost 

 

MITIGATION RATES BASED ON PER HOUR 

 

The mitigation rates below are average “billing levels”, and are typical for the incident responses listed; 

however, when a claim is submitted, it may be itemized and based on the actual services provided. 

 

These rates are based on actual costs using amortized schedules for apparatus (including useful life, 

equipment, repairs, and maintenance). Labor rates include an average department’s actual burdened labor 

costs and not just a firefighter’s wage. These include wages, retirement, benefits, workers comp, etc. 

 

MOTOR VEHICLE INCIDENTS-FIRE 

 

Level 1 - $602.00 



Provide hazardous materials assessment and scene stabilization. This will be the most common “billing 

level”. This occurs almost every time the Fire/EMS Agency responds to an accident/incident. 

 

Level 2 - $687.00 

Includes Level 1 services as well as clean up and material used (sorbents) for hazardous fluid clean up and 

disposal. We will bill at this level if the Fire/EMS Agency has to clean up any gasoline or other automotive 

fluids that are spilled as a result of the accident/incident. 

 

Level 3 - CAR FIRE - $838.00 

Provide scene safety, fire suppression, breathing air, rescue tools, hand tools, hose, tip use, foam, structure 

protection, and clean up gasoline or other automotive fluids that are spilled as a result of the 

accident/incident. 

 

ADD-ON SERVICES: 

 

Extrication - $1,811.00 

Includes heavy rescue tools, ropes, airbags, cribbing etc. This charge will be added if the Fire/EMS Agency 

has to free/remove anyone from the vehicle(s) using any equipment. We will not bill at this level if the 

patient is simply unconscious and Fire/EMS Agency is able to open the door to access the patient. This 

level is to be billed only if equipment is deployed. 

Creating a Landing Zone - $553.00 

Includes Air Care (multi-engine company response, mutual aid, helicopter). We will bill at this level any 

time a helicopter landing zone is created and/or is utilized to transport the patient(s). 

Itemized Response: You have the option to bill each incident as an independent event with custom 

mitigation rates, for each incident using, itemized rates deemed usual, customary and reasonable (UCR). 

These incidents will be billed, itemized per apparatus, per personnel, plus products and equipment used. 

 

HAZMAT-WHEN NOT PERFORMED BY COUNTY HAZMAT TEAM 

 

Level 1 - $972.00 

Basic Response To assist Hunterdon County HAZMAT as needed: Claim will include engine response, first 

responder assignment, perimeter establishment, evacuations, set-up and command. 

 

Level 2 - $3,473.00 

Intermediate Response: Claim will include engine response, first responder assignment, and appropriate 

equipment, perimeter establishment, evacuations, set-up and command, breathing air and detection 

equipment. Assisting set-up and removal of decon center. 

 

Level 3 - $8,199.00 

Advanced Response: Claim will include engine response, first responder assignment, and appropriate 

equipment, perimeter establishment, evacuations, first responder set-up and command, breathing air and 

detection equipment and robot deployment. Assisting set-up and removal of decon center, detection 

equipment, Includes three hours of on scene time - each additional hour @ $554 per unit/squad/engine 

tender and $693 per tenderam. 

 

FIRES 

 

Assignment - $554 per hour, per fire squad/engine and $693 per hour, per truck 

Includes: 

• Scene Safety 

• Investigation 

• Fire/Hazard Control 

This will be the most common “billing level”. This occurs almost every time the Fire/EMS Agency responds 

to an incident. 



OPTIONAL: A Fire/EMS Agency has the option to bill each fire as an independent event with custom 

mitigation rates. 

Itemized, per person, at various pay levels and for itemized products use. 

 

ILLEGAL FIRES 

 

Assignment - $554.00 per hour per squad/engine and$693.00 per hour, per truck 

When a fire is started by any person or persons that requires a Fire/EMS Agency response during a time or 

season when fires are regulated or controlled by local or state rules, provisions or ordinances because of 

pollution or fire danger concerns, such person or persons will be liable for the Fire/EMS Agency response 

at a cost not to exceed the actual expenses incurred by the Fire/EMS Agency to respond and contain the 

fire. 

Similarly, if a fire is started where permits are required for such a fire and the permit was not obtained and 

the Fire/EMS Agency is required to respond to contain the fire the responsible party will be liable for the 

response at a cost not to exceed the actual expenses incurred by the Fire/EMS Agency. The actual expenses 

will include direct labor, equipment costs and any other costs that can be reasonably allocated to the cost of 

the response. 

 

WATER INCIDENTS 

 

Level 1 

Basic Response: Claim will include engine response, first responder assignment, perimeter establishment, 

evacuations, first responder set-up and command, scene safety and investigation (including possible patient 

contact, hazard control). This will be the most common “billing level”. This occurs almost every time the 

Fire/EMS Agency responds to a water incident. 

Billed at $554 plus $68 per hour, per rescue person. 

Billed at $----- per boat/vessel deployment (Need High Bridge input on deployment) 

 

Level 2 

Intermediate Response: Includes Level 1 services as well as clean up and material used (sorbents), minor 

hazardous clean up and disposal. We will bill at this level if the Fire/EMS Agency has to clean up small 

amounts of gasoline or other fluids that are spilled as a result of the incident. 

Billed at $1,110 plus $68 per hour, per rescue person. 

 

Level 3 

Advanced Response: Includes Level 1 and Level 2 services as well as D.A.R.T. (Drowning Accident 

Response Team) activation, donning breathing apparatus and detection equipment. Set up and removal of 

decon center, detection equipment, recovery and identification of material. Disposal and environment clean 

up. Includes above in addition to any disposal rates of material and contaminated equipment and material 

used at scene. 

Billed at $2,747 plus $68 per hour per rescue person 

 

Level 4 

Itemized Response: You have the option to bill each incident as an independent event with custom 

mitigation rates for each incident using itemized rates deemed usual, customary and reasonable (UCR). 

 

These incidents will be billed, itemized, per trained rescue person, plus rescue products used. 

BACK COUNTRY OR SPECIAL RESCUE 

Itemized Response: Each incident will be billed with custom mitigation rates deemed usual, customary and 

reasonable (UCR). These incidents will be billed, itemized per apparatus per hour, per trained rescue person 

per hour, plus rescue products used. 

Minimum billed $554 plus $68 per hour, per rescue person. Additional rates of $554 per hour per response 

vehicle and $68 per hour per rescue person. 

 

 



CHIEF RESPONSE 

 

This includes the set-up of Command, and providing direction of the incident. This could include 

operations, safety, and administration of the incident. 

Billed at $347 per hour. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS/ADDITIONAL TIME ON-SCENE 

 

ADDITIONAL TIME ON-SCENE (for all levels of service) 

Fire Squad/Engine billed at $554 per hour. 

Fire Truck billed at $693 per hour. 

Brush/utility/support/special services billed at $200 per hour 

Miscellaneous equipment will be billed at itemized actual costs . 

 

The mitigation rates above are average “billing levels” for one hour of service, and are typical for the 

incident responses listed, however, when a claim is submitted, it may be itemized and based on the actual 

services provided These average mitigation rates were determined by itemizing costs for a typical run (from 

the time a fire apparatus leaves the station until it returns to the station) and are based on the actual costs, 

using amortized schedules for apparatus (including useful life, equipment, repairs, and maintenance) and 

labor rates (an average department’s “actual personnel expense” and not just a firefighter’s basic wage). 

The actual personnel expense includes costs such as wages, retirement, benefits, workers comp, insurance.  

 

EMS SERVICES 

 

BLS service billed at $1,288.00 plus $26 per mile (loaded) 

ALS service billed at $ (? Check with PVRS/SB) 

Hazard Mitigation billed at $500.00 

Advanced Extrication as per above 

 

 

SECTION 2. If any section, paragraph, subsection, clause or provision of this ordinance shall 

be declared invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of this 

ordinance as a whole or any part thereof. 

SECTION 3. All ordinances or parts of ordinances of the Township heretofore adopted that are 

inconsistent with any terms and provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such 

inconsistency. 

SECTION 4. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication 

in accordance with law. 

 

 

 

______________________________  ______________________________ 

Ella Ruta, Township Clerk    David DeGiralamo, Mayor 

  

 

 

 


