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Minutes from February 21, 2012 Regular Meeting

Call to Order:

“Sunshine Law” Announcement: Our notice as published in the Hunterdon County
Democrat and Express Times satisfies the requirements of the Open Public Meeting
Act and is also posted on the Township website and filed with the Municipal Clerk.

Roll Call: Don Church, Sandy Stiger, Chuck Neary, Steve Hurford, Alan Ford, Chuck
LaTournous, and Bill Harclerode were present. Brett Bragin was absent.

Township Committee Liaison Michele McBride was also present.

Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes: Motion to approve made by Sandy and
seconded by Steve. Motion carried.

0Old Business:

Sydney Brook Grant ANJEC Conservation Easement Grant -
Correspondence: Basically the project is complete and when final UTEC can
post to the website. UTEC needs to decide where we want to focus our efforts
next for Grant money. Steve suggested that we possibly bring Princeton
Hydro back in to suggest some projects as they had done in the past.

ANJEC Conservation Easement Grant: Approximately 40 letters done and
Michele will be sending out the packages. Chuck L. will check the packages
and then they will be sent out. Status update was sent to ANJEC. As questions
come in from the residents they will be logged and kept track of by Chuck
and Michele. Michele read the letter to the Planning Board at their last
meeting and discussion followed. Michele mentioned that the Zoning Officer
would be available to do the inspections but at an additional cost in addition
to his regular salary. If violations were found it might be possible for the
landowner to avoid demolition of a structure to comply with the easement.
ANJEC suggests putting a plan together for any new projects going on to keep
the record up to date.

Transco Pipeline - FERC is reviewing for environmental impact and a
decision should be made by summer of 2012. There will be an opportunity
for public comment once the environmental assessment is complete. Letters
were sent out to residents in immediate area of the pipeline which shows lot
and block numbers of impacted residents. Transco may have purchased or be
in the process of purchasing affected properties.
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Correspondence - We received a request to include Meals on Wheels in our
newsletter/website.

Chuck received a note from the Mayor regarding the report on the vernal
pond congratulating us on an excellent job.

From the Planning Board, a plan from Wells Fargo Bank was submitted to
widen the driveway to the ATM to prevent car using the ATM from blocking
the other lanes. Bill will review the proposal for any environmental impacts
and summarize for the members.

Plushanski Green Cycle permit for existing use has to be reviewed yearly.

New Business:

Environmental resource inventory is about 10 years old and should be
updated. We should apply for a Grant but whether money will be approved
for the grant application is a question. Grant deadline is March 30th
Hunterdon Land Trust called Michele and she told them that we are not
aggressively pursuing open space projects.

Highlands Trail NY/NJ is looking to let landowners get part of the trail put on
their properties to make the route safer and tie in to the Appalachian Trail.
Chuck asked Don to cover this project for UTEC as the Trails Subcommittee
chair.

Chairman’s Report: Covered under other items.

Township Liaison report:

Hoffman House is being looked at for possible asbestos abatement

Permit extension act allows permits to continue for 10 up to 12 years. Has
potential impact on the Township for water and land. Township Committee
is evaluating and may object to the extension.

A FEMA grant is being considered to repair damage to Sidney Brook along
Race Street as the road is being undermined. Budget around $100Kk for repair.

Planning Board Liaison’s Report:

Perryville Center never had final approval of site plan and will be coming up
before the board soon.

Reports of Subcommittees:

Open Space: Well tests will be offered again_and Sandy suggested some
dates: 3/17 to be returned on 3/19 or 3/21, 3/24 or 3/31 would also work
for Sandy. Sandy would like to set up by recycling to streamline the event.
Peggy Romeo will help with the advertising etc. May 19 may also a viable
date.

Page 2 of 3

These minutes were approved at the March 13, 2012 Union Township Environmental Commission meeting.



* Trails: Don needs to meet with Michele and layout the Milligan trail. Don
made a Google map of the area and wants to put together specs and drawings
for bidders. Chuck L. will pass Highland Trail info to Don also.

* Communication: Fertilizer law and Chuck would like to add new info to the
newsletter. Storm water management issues are also a good topic for the
newsletter. Other possible topics for articles: Native flowers that are deer
resistant; Raritan Headwaters associations

* Highlands: Michele and Chuck and Alan Ford are on the committee which is
expected to meet shortly.

* Sustainability/Green Team: Nothing new but Chuck will need new
members from local residents.

* Road Noise: Bill received a letter and the NJ State Police. They bought a
sound (db) meter and will train and possibly start enforcement. Will be
enforced on routes 78 and 95 in south Jersey.

* Contaminated Sites: There was no update as Brett was not present.

Bill is making inquiries on the Milligan farm so that the land does not get overgrown
by invasive species such as autumn olive, etc. Presently being planted with hay and
the Township gets some money for the hay.

Boy Scouts looking for Eagle Scout projects and Chuck would like to engage them
with possibly working on projects to benefit the Township. Michele suggested some
Riparian projects at the municipal building by the parking lot and possibly by the
old municipal building. One project might possibly be a rain garden located at the
middle school. Possibly the work on the Milligan farm trails also.

Hearing of Citizens: None present.
Next Meeting: 3/13/2012

Adjournment: Bill made motion - Sandy seconded. Motion passed.

Respectfully Submitted,
Donald E. Church, Secretary
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